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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

OUR SHARE OF THE WORLD.
REV. T. M. SLATER, SEATTLE, WASH.

(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 172.)

Let me call attention briefly to some

of the recent events which have acted as

causes in producing among the churches

the feeling of a distinctive missionary re-

sponsibility for the evangelization of the

world field.

First—Ours is the first generation be-

fore whose eyes has been spread a com-

plete map of the heathen world. The

work of the explorer is now done. The

closing years of the nineteenth century

marked the close of all speculation as to

the size of the world and the location of

all parts to be evangelized. When the

Disciples went forth with the Master’s

commission to witness for Him unto the

uttermost parts of the earth, they could

have but a faint idea of the extent to

which that commission would carry them.

David Livingstone, himself an explorer

as well as a missionary, significantly de-

clared : "The end of the geographical

feat is only the beginning of the enter-

prise.” Now that the geographical feat

is accomplished, the real enterprise for

which this was a preparation is indeed

begun.

Second—Ours is the first generation

*Address at Synod's Missionary Con-

ference, Friday, June 2
,
1911.

since the beginning of missions in which

all parts of the world were accessible to

the messengers of the gospel. This is due

to the fact that more than one-third of

the territory to be evangelized is under

the control of the so-called Christian

powers; because modern means of travel

can put missionaries into any part of the

world in a few months; and because of

the breaking down of the power of heathen

religions in the confidence of their fol-

lowers.

Third—The present generation better

knows than any preceding age the des-

perate and utterly hopeless condition of

the heathen world. Travel and inter-

course have brought the facts to light. I

doubt if there is living to-day a Christian

minister who will go upon record as hold-

ing that the heathen are not so bad off

after all. Yet it is not long since so great

and good a man as Phillips Brooks hesi-

tated to urge the hopelessness of the

heathen as a motive for missionary effort.

No man of any standing any longer be-

lieves in any such thing as "heathen mo-

rality.” Heathen religions have been

weighed in the balances and are found

wanting in every particular. Missions

are admitted to be the forerunner of

civilization, and even secularists see that

the great incubus to international com-

merce is the deadness and unprogressive-

ness of paganism.

Fourth—In our day, more than at any
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previous time, a large proportion of ma-

terial riches is in the hands of Chris-

tians, and more than ever before is it

recognized that faithful stewardship re-

quires the tithing of our income. This

puts money at the disposal of mission

boards as never before, and inadequate as

is our support of this work, it is better

supported now than ever before. It is

worthy of mention that the first million-

dollar bequest ever left to the cause of

missions was given within the past two

years.

Fifth—We are now living in the wake

of various missionary “movements,” the

practical effect’s of which we are just now

beginning to feel. The closing years of

the past century were distinguished

among other things for an unprecedented

agitation on behalf of missions. First

came the “Student Volunteer Movement”

taking as its watchword “The Evangeli-

zation of the World in This Generation.”

After that came the “Young People’s

Forward Missionary Movement” with its

conventions all over the country and its

campaign of education through the or-

ganizing of mission study classes. After

that came the “Laymen’s Missionary

Movement,” with its sturdy appeal to men
to enlist themselves in a cause worthy of

the best powers within their life. These

successive waves are sure to bring some-

thing in to shore. These repeated “Move-

ments” will inevitably set something in

motion. We are told that a cork sus-

pended by a thread, if brought out from

a bar of iron beside which it hangs and

allowed to fall by its own weight against

the bar, will, if repeated often enough, in

due course of time set the great mass of

iron swinging to and fro. These “Move-

ments” were by some despised as amount-

ing to nothing, or were by others dis-

counted on account of objectionable feat-

ures. While admitting that there might

have been about them much that was

human and faulty, is it not possible to

believe that back of them, and within

them, was God Himself moving against

the dead mass of the Church with the

gentle but irresistible power of His

Spirit ? This present consciousness with-

in the churches of a distinctive mission-

ary responsibility, this willingness to see,

and the effort to discharge, a definite mis-

sionary service to the world represents, as

I believe, the concentration of influences

and the focusing of forces which have

come to us along many lines since the be-

ginning of missions, but never with such

power as within the immediate past.

And with what success is the Covenan-

ter Church grappling with her foreign

mission problem of evangelizing the two

million souls placed within the sphere of

our influence and recognized as our .
share

of the world ? The faithfulness with

which our missionaries are doing their

work is recognized by all, and the returns

attending their labors have rejoiced our

hearts
;
hut are all members of the Church

doing their work as well as are the mis-

sionaries ? For the evangelization of

these two million souls we now have on

the field a force of about twenty-five mis-

sionaries, with a proportionate responsi-

bility for’ 80,000 souls apiece. For the

financing of this work our contributions

for the year ending June. 1910, amounted

to about $25,000, or about five cents per

member per week. Even if each of these

twenty-five missionaries, with the aid of

native helpers, should within their life

time be able to evangelize a number equal

to 25,000 souls apiece, their united service

would enable them to reach not more

than 625,000. leaving unprovided for the

hopeless sum of 1,375,000. Before we as

a church in any adequate way shall have

grappled with our foreign mission prob-

lem, or do what we are expected to do,
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and have agreed to do, in taking care of

our share of the world on the basis of

one missionary to every 25.000 souls, we

will have to increase our missionary force

from twenty-five to eighty, which means

the sending out of fifty-five additional

laborers, and the increase of our offerings

from $25,000, or five cents per member

per week, to $100,000, or twenty cents per

member per week.

The question of whether we have with-

in our Church “The Available Resources”

for doing this, or whether we are already

“Working to the Limit,” are questions

which I must leave for others to discuss.

If these resources are within us. it is un-

questionably our duty to grapple with the

situation by sending out the additional

fifty-five missionaries at once and raising

our gifts proportionately for their sup-

port. If we do not have these resources-

because we are working to the limit and

can do no more, let us meet the situation

manfully and frankly admit that we have

accepted a larger share than we are able

to take care of, and no longer talk about

two million as our share of the world.

The fact that this increased force would

require less than two members from each

of our present congregations, and that

when the Church had a membership of

6,000 she could spare 350 men to fight

for our country, allows scant room for the

argument that eighty missionaries is too

heavy a draft upon our membership. And
the fact that two of our congregations in

addition to all other obligations are at

this time contributing more than twenty

cents per member per week makes it look

as if the question of money were not an

impossible difficulty. We are all agreed

that the gospel is to be preached to every

creature at some time and that two mil-

lions is the share of the world for whose

evangelization we are responsible; but

when is the gospel to be thus preached,

and by whom is it to be preached? If

two millions is in any true sense our

share of the world, and if we have ac-

cepted this as our responsibility, then is

it not a present responsibility? We can-

not accept this share of the world as we

would accept a share of an estate, which,

if we cannot use just at once, we may
accept to have and to hold for use at some

future time. If with the abilities to

evangelize 2,000,000 we accept this as our

share of the world, our duty toward them

is a present duty, our responsibility is a

present responsibility, and our obligation

to do everything we are able rests upon

us at the present moment.

When something over a score of years

ago the Student Volunteer Movement

adopted as its watchword, “The evangel-

ization of the world in this generation,”

conservative people felt that while such

an ideal was quite proper and the end

very desirable, yet it was visionary, im-

practical and impossible. I am not say-

ing whether or not such an ideal with

reference to our missionary obligations

is impracticable and impossible. But I

do say that if we have within us the re-

sources for supporting eighty missionaries

on the foreign field, our accepted respon-

sibility is a present responsibility, and

that the Covenanter Church would do

well to adopt as the watchword of her

missionary endeavor, “The evangelization

of two million souls in this generation!”

The present obligations of our accepted

responsibility are urged by the following

considerations

:

1. If the present generation of heathen

are to be evangelized at all, it must be

while they are still living.

2. If we are to have any part in the

evangelizing of the heathen world, we

must do it while we are still living.

3. If we have the resources to do this

and neglect to do it, we are responsible
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for the 250,000 souls that from among

our two million yearly go down to Christ-

less graves.

4. Each generation has its own mis-

sionary obligations. If, therefore, we fail

to do our part, we are mortgaging the

future and entailing upon our children

the burden of our work in addition to

their own.

5. Heathenism is now increasing at a

greater rate of growth in foreign coun-

tries than is Christianity. At the end of

the past century the population of the

heathen world was one billion, while the

converts to Christianity numbered three

millions. During that time the rate of

increase of heathen worshippers as com-

pared to the rate of increase of Christian

worshippers was seventy to one. Much as

we rejoice in the growth of Christian mis-

sions and in the prospects for the future,

the future looks less hopeful when we re-

alize that the growth of paganism has in

the past century been seventy times as

fast as that of Christianity. If we are de-

pending upon Christianity to become a

self-propagating force, we should remem-

ber that heathenism is also a self-propa-

gating force, and that if during the pres-

ent century heathenism continues to out-

strip Christianity in its rate of growth,

our children will have more serious for-

eign mission problems to deal with even

than we have. The truth of the King-

dom is compared to leaven, and so is error

compared to leaven, and error is now work-

ing with a greater rapidity than is truth..

What is needed is to set more of the leaven

of truth to work. This we must do if

our two millions are ever brought under

the permeating power of the gospel.

I said at the beginning of this paper

that one great hindrance to the progress

of the cause of missions in the past had

been the slowness with which we had

come to realize the magnitude of the un-

dertaking. It is equally true that ac-

quaintance with the greatness of the un-

dertaking is one of the very first steps to-

ward its victorious progress. Years ago

my first conscious interest in missions was

awakened by the word of one who quoted

Dr. Pierson as saying that “The Church

was only playing at missions.” We play

or trifle with great and solemn things

only through ignorance of how great and

how solemn they are. We need to meas-

ure ourselves against our tasks that we

may see the disproportion between our-

selves and what is required of us. Thus

it is that when we are weak, we are strong.

As a Church we have congratulated our-

selves quite enough that we are doing so

much more missionary work than other

denominations. A different feeling will

come to us if wT
e compare ourselves, not

with what we have done or what others

have done, but with what we ought to

do; and consider that our only hope of

doing what is required of us is in the

power and Spirit' of Jesus Christ. The

Covenanter Church is fit to be responsible

for these two million souls only when we

all feel the magnitude of the undertaking

before us, and how solemn is the relation

in which God has placed us toward those

who need our help.

And in closing let us remember the

hopes with which we work. Our task is

not to bring the world to Christ, but to

bring Christ unto the world. Listen to

these cheering words of Dr. A. J. Gor-

don : “If we set before ourselves the task

of bringing the world to Christ, we have

all the unbelief, and all the inertia, and

all the hostility of the world to resist us.

If we do as we are bidden, carry Christ

to all the world, we have all the impulse

and might of His own life and love to

carry us forward in the work. Thus the

principle holds true, Teneo et Teneor.

Bear Christ to the heathen and you will
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be borne by Christ, uplifted, strengthened

and divinely impelled in your work.”

That simply means to let Christ live in,

and fill our lives with all His blessed ful-

ness.

rSo nigh is Grandeur to our dust,

So near is God to man;
When Duty whispers low, ‘Thou must/

The youth replies, T can/ ”

To be Credited to Women’s Department.

POEM.

(From Women’s Missionary Societ}^ First

Angeles, Cal.)

When Mary anointed the Master,

And was blest by His loving word,

Tho’ many about them rebuked her,

Yet her heart within her was stirred.

Many hearts since then have been longing

Their own tributes of love to bring;

Many hands to fashion an offering,

Many voices His praises to sing.

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Los

“Pray ye to the Lord of the harvest,”

Each to the ingathering bring

Ripened sheaves, full ready to garner

;

Let the song of the reapers ring.

Christ’s love for the world is our watch-

word,

Ever onward, our battle cry;

Men and nations all bro’t to know Him,
Never a task too hard to try.

Souls saved by His merciful kindness.

Safely sheltered within the fold

;

Long to share the story of Jesus.

Not to hide it away untold.

Fields, lying full ripe, are unheeded.

Lost souls crying out for the light;

An army of workers is needed,

Ah, soon is the coming of night.

Lay the burden of souls upon us,

Fit our hands, 0 God, for the task,

Make us know the strength of the prom-

ise.

“Ye shall receive even as ye ask.”

Are there cares which bind to the home-

land ?

Even so, there is much we may do;

Come with a prayer and an offering,

Plead for those who labor for you.

Repine not for days long departed,

When offerings at His feet were laid;

Seek those by sin broken-hearted.

Tell them how the debt has been paid.

Count it all joy to share the burdens,

To help carry the weary load

;

A cheer for brave souls in the forefront.

Will make a highway of a rugged road.

What are churches for but to make missionaries ? What is education for but to

train them ? What is commerce for but to carry them ? What is money for but to

send them? What is life itself for but to fulfill the purpose of foreign missions,

the enthroning of Jesus Christ in the hearts of men?—Dr. A. H. Strong.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Syria, Latakia.—Miss M. B. Edgar re-

ports attendance at an educational con-

ference :

It was my privilege to be sent as a dele-

gate from our Mission to the Conference

of Educational Workers, held in the city

of Beirut on May 3, 4, and 5. It is hot

often that we have the opportunity of

meeting with the workers in other mis-

sions and conferring about the problems

and methods of our work, and this was to

me both helpful and enjoyable.

The Conference consisted of representa-

tives of nearly all the evangelical mis-

sions engaged in educational work in

Syria and Palestine. Its purpose was to

discuss the possibilities and advantages

of fuller co-operation among the various

missionary societies in this branch of

their mission work, and looking toward

the formation of a Missionary Educa-

tional Association for Syria.

From the review of the school work

being done in the whole field, the reports

of the workers from the different societies

and the view given of districts yet almost

untouched, we were made to feel that

there is very much yet to be done in

Syria, in the way of teaching the gospel

to the children and training them for

Christian life and service. Of a popula-

tion of 3.235,512, nearly 3,000,000 of

whom are Moslems, Husaireyeh and

Druzes, perhaps one-fifth of the number

children, there are being taught in Prot-

estant mission schools from 16,000 to

20
,
000 .

The map shows large districts in East-

ern Syria and also to the north, including

a large part of the Nusaireyeh Mountains

of our own district, in which little mis-

sion work of any kind has yet been done,

and in which nothing is being done for

the children. The opening up of rail-

roads through the country is making
some of these districts more eas}^ of ac-

cess. The Turkish government is taking

more interest in and making more efforts

toward the education of the children

;

therefore, every opening should be made
use of for winning them to Christ.

Many of the practical questions that

continually come before us in school work

were discussed. The first and special aim

to teach the gospel, that the children may
be converted to Christ and trained for

service, was emphasized.

The training of workers, and especially

of teachers, was another subject of much
interest. To have teachers trained for

their work is becoming more and more a

necessity. Also, what we can do to help

and make more efficient the teachers al-

ready at work, especially those who work

in village schools, for the most part alone

and without the help and encouragement

of other Christian workers.

It was recommended that the various

societies should gather their workers to-

gether at convenient times for conference

and instruction, for their spiritual uplift

and encouragement and for helping them

in all their work.

A time for devotional exercises was set

apart at the opening and close, and also

in the middle of each session, which

helped us continually to realize the pres-

ence of Him whose servants we are, and

whose work we are privileged to do. The

ladies of the missions in Beirut helped to

make the Conference pleasant by their

hospitality.
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A letter from Dr. Jas. S. Stewart,

dated June 16, 1911, furnishes items of

interest

:

We had communion last Sabbath in

town, and received five new members

—

two men adults and three young boys. Of

the latter, one was the only child of a

Jewish family, lately come to Latakia.

They have communed with us for some

three years at Tartous. The man has

been sorely persecuted by the Jews, but

as there are no other Jews here, he is at

peace. He is well versed in the Scrip-

tures, and reads and speaks several lan-

guages. He is very poor in this world’s

goods, but able to work.

Eev. Edgar visited Gunaimia and also

Suadia lately. Our schools are all pros-

pering, both in this center and at Suadia.

Miss Edgar has planned to do a little

normal work for the benefit of our girl

teachers, and hence she will close her

school next week. The boys’ school will

continue until the end of the first week

of July. The student of theology is still

continuing his studies, and with good

success.

The hospital is still open, and the Doc-

tor is kept quite busy.

The country seems to be quiet, but there

is said to be much petty thieving.

We shall be very glad to receive re-

ports from the late meeting of Synod.

The death of Prof. B. J. George, although

not unexpected, is a serious loss to the

Church. “What manner of persons

ought we to be, in all holy living and god-

liness?” We earnestly desire an interest

in your prayers.

In a letter dated July 12, 1911, Miss

M. B. Edgar gives an account of her

training class and other work:

Our Latakia schools are closed for the

summer vacation, and the last of the

pupils and teachers went home yesterday,

and so another year of school work is

over, with whatever of success or failure

it may have carried, and whatever of re-

sults it may have in the lives of those who
have been under our care.

There were no pupils in either the boys’

or girls’ school finishing the course this

year, so we had no public closing exer-

cises. The girls’ school closed two weeks be-

fore the boys’ school, and those two weeks

were given to a training class for all the

female teachers. Those from the outside

schools were invited and were all pres-

ent. We held a session of two hours and

a half in the forenoon and an hour in

the afternoon. Dr. Stewart gave a Scrip-

ture lesson each day, and Dr. Balph a

lesson in physiology and hygiene; Mrs.

Balph, a lesson in singing, while “Theory

and Practice of Teaching” was my share.

We had a prayer meeting each morning

before beginning the work of the day.

The teachers all took great interest in

the work, and seemed to enjoy their time

with us, and we hope were able to take

home what will be helpful to them in

their work. We are greatly in need of

better trained teachers, but it is impos-

sible with our small force of missionary

workers to give the time necessary to this

part of the work. After nine months of

work in the boarding school, where re-

sponsibility is never lightened, night or

day, seven days in the week, there is not

much energy left for training work in

the summer time.

However, I am glad we had this train-

ing class, and I hope we may be able to

have more of the same kind. Here at the

girls’ school two of the teachers are help-

ing me get the house put in order, and

some provisions prepared for the com-

ing year. We will finish in about two

weeks, and then we will have a few weeks

for rest and recuperation. The boys’
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school has two teachers carrying on day

school for another month, if the attend-

ance keeps np as it promised to do.

Those of us who are here are all in

usual health, and as yet have not suffered

much from the heat.

Asia Minor, Mersina.—Under date of

July 4, 1911, Rev. R. E. Willson sends

the following items

:

I must confess that I am much at fault

in the matter of letter writing. I hope

the rest of the Mission have been doing

their duty better than I, and have been

keeping you informed as to happenings

in our parts.

The hot weather is on us in full force.

However, the nights have not been as op-

pressive as' yet as they are later in the

summer. Some of the workers have al-

ready gone to Guzne. The rest will follow

soon. I went up with the family two

weeks ago to-morrow, and returned last

week to Mersina to oversee some work

necessary about the house here.

We are just now receiving the reports

of the Synod proceedings. It is very grat-

ifying to hear of the sustained interest in

the Mission work, and we pray that the

coming year may, under God's blessing,

be still more fruitful than those in the

past.

There is nothing of special interest to

report in connection "with the work. The

attendance on the services falls off con-

siderably with the hot weather. Some go

away to the mountains and elsewhere.

We had a call last Thursday from Rev.

J. D. Edgar and Mr. Charles Stewart, on

their wav from Cyprus to Beirut. Revs.

Edgar and McFarland are planning for a

trip through Palestine during the next

two weeks. We expect Mr. Edgar to make

us a visit in Guzne also later in the sum-

mer. We are all mourning the strange

providence which calls Mr. and Mrs. J.

D. Edgar home from the mission field,

but we all hope and pray that the return

to the home land may be the means of

complete restoration for Mrs. Edgar.

Rev. Samuel Edgar and family, as you

doubtless know, are spending the summer
m Guzne. They came two weeks ago last

Friday and went directly to Guzne. The
children are improving in health in the

mountain air, and we trust the vacation

may be a great help to them, and to us

ah.

Yakob, son of Evangelist Hanna Besna,

died in Mersina on June 10, from the

effects of a severe burn which he had re-

ceived some days previous. This was

their youngest child, and was about two

years old. The little brother, just older,

died when he was about the same age.

The Mission here are all in the usual

health.

Cyprus, Larnaca.—Writing from Bei-

rut, Syria, July 5, 1911, Mr. Charles A.

Stewart has something to say about the

school work on the island, and the mis-

sionaries :

I will try to give you a few news items

of the work during the last month. The

Mission circle kept in good health, but

the heat was telling before the school

work was over. Rev. W. McCarroll and

family intend to stay at Larnaca most of

the summer. Mr. Edgar and I left the

day that school closed, and after stopping

at the different stations on the wa}T

, we

arrived here.

The boys kept up their good work to

the last, in spite of the heat, and came

through their examinations in good order.

Several boys ranked in the honor list.

First place was won this year by an Ar-

menian bov, who joined at our last com-

munion. The two Latakia boys tied for

second place, and two Greeks for third.

There was a graduating class of three

—
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Yacob Estus, of the Latakia school;

Ahmed Faik, and Mehmet Bebri, both of

Larnaca. The first boy is an Armenian
Protestant; the other two Turkish boys.

All of the boys did good work in their

classes, and also helped in teaching some

of the lower classes. They gave us some

orations that 'were not only a credit to

themselves, but to the school. We will

be sorry not to have them in our classes

next year, but we trust that they will go

out and do their part in the world the

better for having spent some time in

preparation; and we trust that the Chris-

tian influence that we have tried to sur-

round them with may exert itself in them

and make them loyal to their Master and

useful to their fellow-men.

The new school building is progressing

as rapidly as it can be made to go in this

j)art of the Orient. Although we will not

be able to start the school work in it next

fall, yet we hope to get into it before the

new year.

Mr. Edgar and I have both been over

here at Beirut College this school year,

getting a line on methods of teaching and

the course of study. We wish to make
our course of studies fit into the college

course, so the students will find no diffi-

culty in regard to their studies after they

finish our school and go to take up fur-

ther work at the college.

As we came around the coast Mr. Edgar

and I went off at Mersina, Alexandretta

and Latakia. The workers in the different

stations seemed to be in good health and

spirits. At Mersina we visited all day

with Mr. and Mrs. McFarland. Miss Ster-

Tett and Mr. Willson. At Alexandretta

we took a flying trip up to the mountains

to Sookluk. We were both glad to get to

Latakia—Mr. Edgar because he had never'

been there
;
I because I had not been there

for over seven years. Robert and Miss

Crockett came on with us to Beirut. Mr.

Edgar expects to take a trip with Mr. Mc-
Farland to Damascus, Baalbek, and down
through Palestine. Miss Crockett will

spend the summer at Guzne. Robert and

T will go back to Latakia.

China, Tak Hin^.—The following let-

ter, dated June 1, 1911, is from Miss

Rose Huston

:

On May 12 we were gladdened by an

addition to the force of native workers

—

the little daughter of Ying Tai, one of the

native preachers, and his wife, Wong Chi

'Using. But our joy was turned into

mourning when, ten days later, the heav-

enly Father called the young mother home

to Himself. It seemed to us that she was

just ready to begin a great work for the

Master here; but He had prepared her

for that which is far better.

Chi Tsing was the adopted daughter of

Oi Chun, one of our Bible women, and

had been in the girls’ school for several

years. Though she had not yet finished

the school course, she had assisted in the

teaching for some time, and since, the

Yew Year had been teaching in the girls’

day school, under Miss Dean’s supervi-

sion, and had done excellent work. Her

sweet, gentle disposition endeared her to

the hearts of the Chinese and foreigners

alike, and her strong Christian character

exerted a great influence both upon her

schoolmates and upon her pupils.

One of the older missionaries said of

her that perhaps no other native worker

would have left a greater vacancy. When
we think of the thousands of women and

children about us crying for the gospel

and dying for want of it, of the many,

many opportunities opening up about us

every day. and of how pitifully few there

are to enter these open doors, and then,

when we think how eminently fitted Chi

Tsing was and how willing and earnest

and faithful she was, our loss seems very
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great, and God’s Providence hard to un-

derstand.

But the young husband has taught us

all a lesson in faith and submission in the

way he bears his sorrow. He said, “I

loved her intensely, but the Heavenly

Father loved her more, and wanted her to

be with Him
;
so I am willing to have her

go, and soon I will go to her.”

After a short, but very impressive ser-

vice in the chapel, her body was laid

away on a little knoll not far from the

Mission, just as the sun was sinking be-

hind the mountains. On her coffin was

written the work “Fuk,” which means

blessing. Truly her life was an inspira-

tion, her memory a benediction.

Some weeks ago one of our servants,

whose husband is in Dr. Robb’s training

school, asked leave to take her little eight

year old daughter out of school to go to

a feast. On making inquiry, Miss Dean

found that it was her betrothal feast. A
few months ago, the parents, needing

money, sold her to a man for $10, to be

his son’s wife when she became older.

Meanwhile she was in school and was a.

very bright, mischievous little girl. The

family who bought her earn their living

by making incense sticks, to sell, and

when he heard that Shau Ying was learn-

ing the Jesus doctrine, he wanted to have

the engagement made firm and fast, which

is done by giving a feast, the binding part

of the ceremony being the eating of tiny

bits of nutmeg. He wanted to get her

under his control and take her out of

school, for he said if she learned this new

doctrine she would not be willing to make

incense sticks for idol worship.

Everything possible was done to pre-

vent the engagement, and when the par-

ents offered to pay back the money, he

agreed, thinking of course that they

could not produce the money, but when

they brought it, the man wouldn’t keep

his promise. Finally he said she should

stay with him for a few days after the

feast, then come back to school, and the

parents could manage her till she was old

enough to be married. That was three

weeks ago, and Shau Ying isn’t back yet,

and we fear may never be. Such things

seem very hard and heartless to us, but

it is Chinese custom, and they think noth-

ing of it. These parents, though, are

very sorry about it, because the little girl

has lost her opportunity for an education

and learning the doctrine, and is forced

by their own actions and against their

present wishes to be brought up in a

heathen home. But we hope and pray

that the truths she learned during the

few months she was in school may be

treasured up in her heart, and that His

promise may 'be fulfilled that, “A little

child shall lead them.”

The schools are all full to overflowing

and doing fine work. They will close in

about three weeks for the summer vaca-

tion, though the girls in the day school

are anxious for it to go on longer.

Miss Annie J. Robinson writes, under

date of June 28, 1911

:

A few weeks ago I went up to Do Sing

with Dr. Jean McBurney. We had a

comfortable trip up the river on an up-

to-date steamer. We went to visit the

lepers up there, and they looked so pleased

to see Dr. Jean. Two of them had rowed

out to the boat to beg some rice, but they

did not get any and had had no break-

fast. This information was given, after

close questioning, neither did they ask us

for anything, but seemed to take it stoic-

ally and cheerfully. Dr. Jean decided to

give them their rice for that day. They

recited the little prayer written on cards,

grace at meals. It seemed a mockery to

learn the grace wffien they had no meal

to say it oftentimes. There was one
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woman who had such a sad, pathetic look,

but she smiled graciously when Dr. Jean

introdiced me to her. It was a powerful

sermon. Some of them have fingers and

toes ell eaten away. They are very

human, though the Chinese do not treat

them is such. Not long ago in one of

the Mission stations there were about

thirty of them ordered together by a new

officii under pretext of giving them an

allowmce. There were soldiers, who shot

them down and then made a great fire of

wJod and kerosene oil, burning their bodies

gad wiping them out of existence. The

Chinese thought it was a good thing to

to. They are outcasts in the most tragic

sense of the word, feared and loathed by

their own people.

Next morning we went to Fung Chuen,

a new dispensarj7

,
where Dr. Jean was

hampered by the curious crowd, but as

this was her first day of work, she suf-

fered them cheerfully, to show that she

was not performing any tricks. There

were more than twenty children, and she

offered them cards with John 3, 16 writ-

ten on them, but all refused except one

boy, who defiantly took a card. The oth-

ers snapped it from him and after examin-

ing it, returned it
; but finally this boy’s

courage failed, and he also gave it back.

But Dr. Jean is hopeful that they will

soon take these cards. It is the beginning

of greater things.

An unusual thing happened to one of

the students of the Seminary. He was

to have been married, but the bride was

stolen. The proceedings went on just the

same. Miss Dean and Miss Huston, who

were invited to attend the bride, accom-

panied the chair from the groom’s to the

bride’s residence. - - - The bride, how-

ever, was not forthcoming, and the af-

fair was taken afterward to the official,

hut though there was no;weddingthere was

,a feast, of which the foreigners did not

partake, although invited, as the weather

was too warm to indulge. The Chinese

call the sun, day head, and it is well

named. You see the force of those words

in the 136th Psalm, “The sun to rule by

day.” He rules with a vengeance. One

Sabbath day that had been so hot that

even the Chinese looked limp, there was a

splendid thunderstorm with heavy rain,

which cooled the air and refreshed both

earth and people, something to be spe-

cially thankful for.

We had two operations in the hospital

a week ago last Monday. One, a young

girl of fifteen, married, had tubercular

glands. Dr. Wright removed these pa-

tiently and effectively. There have been

several cases of the same kind lately. The

other was an old lady about seventy years

of age, who was ready to get up off the

operating table after the operation. Tough

is the only word to express the Chinese

physically. There was a doctor in Can-

ton who got some American beds for pa-

tients in one ward of his hospital. One

night he thought he would take a look be-

fore retiring to enjoy seeing their com-

fort. and he found all the patients lying

on the floor, which shattered all his hopes

of comfort for them.

My teacher, Lau Yung, had a baby girl

about a week ago. She very faithfully

came every day, rain or shine, up to the

last day, and then she sent an apology

that she could not come. I thought it a

good time to begin my vacation. My am-

bition was flagging, and it seemed that it

would be “pound wise” to leave off for a

while. The language is easy and hard.

Easy to a child. Margaret and Paul can

prattle away at Chinese better than Eng-

lish. - - -

Miss Huston and I left Tak Hing on

June 20, with Dr. and Mrs. Wright. We
had a rough passage to Hong Kong, as

there was a typhoon some distance away.
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We anchored in the shelter of an island.

And that verse seemed very forceful, “A
refuge from the storm/' and also the 46th

Psalm. Hong Kong was a wonderful

sight, with its decorations and illumina-

tions for the coronation. The background

is like a gallery of green, tier above tier,

lit up grandly, also the large steamers in

the harbor. Miss Huston and I stayed in

Hong Kong over night. The streets were

filled with people, orderly and quiet. The

only noise was the Chinese bands playing

most unearthly music. The crowds around

these bands seemed weird after night.

Next day we crossed to Cheung Chau

and had a shaky passage. The island is

a treeless, rocky place. Some grass and

leaves. The ocean is beautiful and its

dashing against the rocks is oothing.

There is a constant breeze, which modifies

the scorching heat of the sun. It is a

great boon to us to have such a place to

come to. It feels good to be on British

ground again.

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell came flown a

day or so ahead of us. Mr. Mitcmll was

so impressed with Do Sing's heat to-day

that he did not like to leave, and had to

be taken in state in a chair to the stWVier.

Dr. Wright looks as if he shoulq uke

more of his own medicine,, but he rpsHs

on going back to duty again to-moiroV.

Miss Huston was losing color and app

tite day by day, but the change has pulie

her up. The rest of the Mission are hold

ing their own.

AT HOM
Kansas, Kansas City.—The L. M. S.

of ' the Kansas City congregation has

held twelve regular meetings during the

year, eleven of which were all day meet-

ings with an average attendance of twelve.

The work of the year has been quilt-

ing, making comforts, filling orders for

work and sewing for the mission boxes.

The ladies of the congregation have

lost none of the interest of former years

and have done faithful work both at the

meetings and in their homes. Our loyal

friend, Mrs. Barnes, aided the society not

only by the work of her hand, but by.

donations of money. Miss Tillie Wad-

dell, of the “Old People's Rest," Leaven-

worth, Ivans., donated $3 to the Penny

Fund. Two new names have been added

to our roll.

Comparing 1909-10 with 1910-11. we

find the receipts of last year amounted to

$136.82. From work society realized

$83.15. This year its earnings amounted

to $178.45. From work society realized

$104.60.

The letters we have received from our

Southern and Indian Missions have added

much to our interest in the work and

workers there.

Our May meeting was held at the home

of our pastor, on May 5. Mr. and Mrs.

Russell, assisted by Mrs. Addie F. Thomp-

son, served a dainty lunch to all present.

Rev. W. M. Robb and wife, fresh from

our mission in China, made the time pass

“all too quickly." After lunch Rev. Robb

gave a delightful and instructive address

on “Woman's Work and Mission Work in

China."

In July a fine baby boy took up his

abode with our pastor and wife. Our

joys have been mingled with sorrow. As

our new Church Year dawned, the “Angel

of Death" claimed the beloved husband of

one of our number. Owing to the con-

tinued illness of Mrs. Russell, our pastor

was compelled in September to leave us

suddenly and remove his family to Colo-

rado. This was a severe trial to all. but

“God knows what .is best." The ladies,
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to express their love and sympathy, re-

membered baby Russell with a ten dollar

bill.

In December we were called to part

with Mrs. W. R. Marvin, one of our most

faithful members. Our great loss is gain

to our sister society at Los Angeles, Cal.

A hearty vote of thanka was tendered

Mrs. Marvin for her noble work while

a member of this society.

We leave the year that has gone. If

our efforts have met with any success, it

is because God has blessed them. We face

the future, and what more beautiful motto

could we have than in the words of Paul

:

“I press toward the mark for the prize/’

Elizabeth McNaughton,
Secretary.

TREASURER’S REPORT.

RECEIPTS.

April 1, 1910. balance.. $14.26

Dues $41.05

Donations 7.80

Comforts 45.85

Aprons 34.55

Cap and fancy bags. ... .75

Quilts and quilting 10.05

Ice cream social 10.20

Making of dress 1.00

Material sold 2.20

Thankoffering to Latakia 25.00 $178.45

$192.71

DISBURSEMENTS.

Pastor’s salary $50.00

Baby Russell 10.00

Building fund 15.00

Thankoffering 25.00

Freight 2.55

Flowers 1.25

Material bought 47.65- $151.45

April 1, 1911 $41.26

Estimated value of box to Indian

Mission $12.00

Estimated value of box to South-

ern Mission 47.00

Mrs. J. W. Lowe.

New York, Newburgh.— The session

of the First Reformed Presbyterian con-

gregation, Newburgh, New York, adopted

the following resolutions on the death of

their associate in the eldership, Mr. James

Greer, who departed this life on the 24th

of April, 1911

:

Whereas, It has pleased the Heavenly

Father in His wise and infinite wisdom

to remove from us by death one who has

been for many years a member of our

congregation, and an associate in the

eldership, James Greer;

Therefore, be it resolved,

That we humbly submit to the will of

God who doeth all things well. While

missing our friend and brother we are

assured that death to him was gain be-

cause life to him has been Christ, and so

we praise God for the blessed assurance

of a better life which He giveth to those

that serve Him in this life;

That we record with sorrow our loss

of a faithful member of the congregation,

a wise counselor in eldership and efficient

worker in every department of the

Church’s work;

That we express our deep appreciation

of his Christian life, of his service for the

Master in the Church and the community,

his spirit of consecration in everything

to his 'Lord, and that we commend his

strong faith that endured to the end;

That we tender our sincere sympathy

to his wife and children, brother and sis-

ter in their loss of one who was a faith-

ful husband, a kind, loving father and an

affectionate brother, and we commend

them all to Him Who alone can comfort

those in distress.

Samuel Dunlap,

Thomas Ross.

Samuel Glenn.
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MONOGRAPHS.

BOYS’ SCHOOL AT TAK HING.*
I am teaching English this year to a

class of twelve boys. They asked me to

give them English names and call on

them by their English names when I

wished them to recite. It is a rather diffi-

cult matter to turn a Chinese name into

a good English name. If I gave them

the English equivalent of their Chinese

names, then I would have to call them

Fire Glory, Faithful Prince, Golden Body,

Heaven’s Goodness and other such queer

names. I did not think such names

would sound just right, so I gave them

the most famous names I could think of

at the time. How, my English class roll

book reads Martin Luther, George Wash-

ington, John Knox, Benjamin Franklin,

Thomas Edison, William Shakespere, etc.

If you could drop into the school some

morning when the boys are studying Eng-

lish you might hear me call on Abraham
Lincoln to spell “slave,” or Daniel Web-

ster to give a definition for “dictionary,”

or Charles Spurgeon to read a short ser-

mon.

About three years ago the school was

robbed, and late in the evening of the

same day the thief "was caught. He had

pawned the stolen goods, so about mid-

night we took him up into the town to

recover the goods. He stopped at a house

which happened to be a gambling resort,

and as he entered I could see through

the open door that his son was standing

with other men around a gambling table.

I was very sorry to see the son in such a

place because he was one of the best pupils

in our school and was also a professed

*A letter sent to the Sabbath schools

and Young People's Societies supporting

this school.

Christian. We called him out into the

street and he gave us some pawn tickets

which his father had given to him. Under

the circumstances we had to expel him

from school. He wept bitter tears when

I told him he would have to leave. He
was seventeen years old and had been in

the school two years. I do not think he

was as bad in heart as the circumstances

made him appear to be, and I believe he

would have been all right if he could

have been separated from the influence

and control of his father.

I supposed that being expelled would

lead him to have hard feelings against

the school and myself. But I have proof

now that I was mistaken, and that he

still has a warm place in his heart for

the school.

Soon after he left us he entered the

Canton Military College. Last month he

sent me a big fancy looking placard to

hang up in the entrance to our school

where everybody could see and read it.

On the placard he had written in big red

letters as follows:

“We hasten to inform this excellent

school, to which the praise is due, that

one of its pupils, Tse Ka Ung by name,

now a student in the Kwong Tung Mili-

tary College, has received the honor of

being especially commended by the presi-

dent of the college to the Viceroy and

Commander-in-Chief of the military forces

of the two Kwong Provinces. The Vice-

roy has examined his record and will re-

ward him with the diploma of a military

officer of rank and will have his name

placed on the College records as worthy

of further honors.”

Although he was sent from the school

in disgrace, he yet appreciates all that

was done for him during the two years
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he was with us, and by means of the

placard he wishes to inform the public

that what he learned in our school has

helped him to merit honors in the mili-

tary college.

Your school in Tak Hing is flourish-

ing. This year’s first term began four

weeks ago and now we are having a daily

attendance of fort}r
, as maiiy as we can

seat in the class room. Fifteen more boys

asked for admission, but we had to re-

fuse them on account of lack of room and

properly trained teachers. If we had the

room and the native teachers wr
e could

have an attendance of eighty or one hun-

dred.

The best trained teachers are found in

Canton and Hong Kong. During the win-

ter vacation I tried in vain to persuade

one to come up to Tak Hing. There is

such a great local demand for good teach-

ers in Canton they can easily get good

paying positions nearer home. So the

only way we can get good teachers is to

train them ourselves. And that is what

I am trying to do this year. I am giving

the three best and oldest boys practical

work in teaching. They each have a class

of eight or ten of the smallest boys and

teach two hours a day under my personal

supervision. They teach Bible, Roman-
ized Chinese and arithmetic. These three

pupil teachers are Christians and have

been in the school three years. After two

or three j^ears more of regular study along

with the training in teaching such as they

are getting now, they ought to he able to

give the assistance necessary for running

a larger school, and I am in hopes that

when they are ready to give the needed

assistance, then we will have the room for

a much larger number of pupils.

The fact is we are even now planning

for more room and a larger school. We
are trying to raise enough money to buy

land and put up a building for the boys

who want to come to your school from a

distance. They live so far away they can-

not go home every day, so we must have

a building for them to live in while they

are attending the school. This building

will not only be a home for the boys, but

will also have one or two class rooms

where we will be able to take care of the

overflow from the present school building.

Two thousand five hundred dollars will

buy the land and put up the building.

We already have $1,800. We need $700

more. If you know of anyone who you

think would be willing to give for this

work, just tell them about your school

here in China.

Very sincerely, your fellow worker in

Christ,

Julius A. Ivempf.

OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL IN CHINA.
Opposition to the gospel in China is

many-sided. To-day we see one phase of

it, yesterday we saw something different,

and in all probability to-morrow will de-

velop something still unlike what has gone

before. In many cases the only connec-

ting link between these various forms of

opposition is that they are all directed

against one thing, and thus they have a

common cause. When Morrison came to

China at the first he met with opposition

in the shape of intolerance of foreigners

as such. He had to learn the language by

stealth. He was thwarted on all hands in

his efforts to gain a working knowledge

of the tongue, and for a while was in the

employ of a trading company, his con-

nection with the company furnishing him

with opportunities for studying the lan-

guage that he could not obtain otherwise.

This opposition was probably not con-

fined to any one class alone, but was sim-

ply a manifestation of hostility to the for-

eigner as such. Then, after a foothold

had been obtained by the missionaries,
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they were met with hindrances in other

forms. Ancestral worship, which many
persons well qualified to judge, pronounce

the backbone of all false worship in China,

the worship of idols, and the practice of

many other things that are in spirit ut-

terly opposed to the teachings and spirit

of the gospel—all these forces were set

in determined opposition to the advance

of Christianity, and for many years "were

its most formidable antagonists. Of late

years, however, ancestral worship has

been losing its hold on the people. Idol

worship is likewise less dangerous so far

as its power to influence people is con-

cerned. Old customs and traditions are

passing away. People in general are ready

to listen to the gospel message.

But now another form of opposition is

beginning to make itself felt. This is the

force of officialdom in China, and in many
respects it is more formidable and more

dangerous than any that have gone be-

fore it. Other kinds of opposition were

determined and strong. But this latest

form of opposition is not only determined

and powerful, but thoroughly organized as

well. During the last few years we have

found it increasingly difficult as time went

on, to secure land for mission u$es. For

a good while it was not clear to us why

this was so. By and by the missionary

journals of China began to publish let-

ters from missionaries located in differ-

ent parts of the Empire, in which re-

marks about this very same difficulty

which we experienced were made. It has

thus dawned on the mission workers in

China that their most dangerous foe at

present is in official circles. We have felt

this opposition both here and at Do Sing.

We have had a land deal on here since

last December, and the official here turns

us down every time we bring the matter

to his attention. He is courteous to us

personally. Officials are usually so. But

he turns us down with touching regular-

ity whenever it comes to the business end

of things. The official who rules over

Do Sing is quite as determined as the

Tak Hing magistrate is in his opposition

to our securing land for mission purposes.

True, there is local opposition in places,

but it v'ould not stand for a moment if

there were not official opposition. And
on the other hand, there are plenty of

people who would be glad of the chance

to sell land to us if they did not fear pos-

sible complications with the official by

selling to us. We see much in the home

papers about the strength of public sen-

timent forcing public officials to do what

many of them are apparently unwilling to

do. But the strength of public sentiment

is forcing them to do what the public

wants done. We are the spectators of a

different scene here in China. I would

venture to say that nowhere under heaven

is there a people any more completely

dominated by the ruling classes than are

the Chinese. They have no effective means

of voicing their wishes. I think many of

them are subject to the powers that be

for wrath’s sake, and really it would be

strange if they were so for any other rea-

son. The late outbreak at Canton wras

simply one indication of the unrest that

prevails everywhere. And not the least

sad thing about it is, that if the revolu-

tionists were to be victorious, their last

end would in all probability be no better

than their first. They would likely be

the victims of another set of officials so

like the- present ones that it would require

microscopic examination to detect any

real difference.

And this official opposition is largely, I

think, against the gospel. A few years

ago the native churches in China decided

to present to the Emperor a copy of the

Scriptures, and voluntary contributions

from Christians all over the Empire were
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called for. A delegation of native pas-

tors was appointed to go to Peking and

present the Book to the Emperor. They

went, not as Chinese subjects merely, but

as representatives of the native Church.

The result was that every official door

was closed against them. The presenta-

tion finally had to be made through some

foreign office. We are feeling more or

less of this hostility right here. Within

a month one of our members was mur-

dered by his brothers. There had been

trouble among them for years, even before

this man became a church member, so

that this probably was not the only rea-

son for his being murdered. But the

Chinese Christians say that it had to do

with his being killed. Word was con-

veyed through us to the official that this

man had been murdered on such a date,

but so far as we have learned, no steps

have been taken to apprehend the per-

petrators of the crime. Two weeks ago

one of our members was to be married.

The day before the wedding, the bride-

to-be was taken away by persons who had

no authority to do so, and who refused to

give her up. The matter was finally taken

to the official, and notwithstanding the

fact that the Chinese, Christian and non-

Christian, all say that such a thing is con-

trary to all law and precedent, the official

to date has done nothing. These inci-

dents are suggestive. Official China is

determined, if she cannot exclude Chris-

tianity, to at least prevent its spread so

far as it is possible to do so.

There are encouraging features about it

all. People are as desirous of knowing

the gospel as if it had the sanction of

their rulers. The Word is spreading be-

cause it cannot be bound. Our members

are. some of them at least, suffering the

loss of worldly goods because of their

faith, but they cling to their faith, and

let their goods go. Many prayers are'

going up for those in high places, that

they may be led to see- the truth. So we

are doing the best we can under the cir-

cumstances, with this three-fold hope to

keep up our faith in the final triumph of

the gospel: the truth of God’s Word, the

faith of God’s people, and the assurance

of God’s help.

J. K. Bobb.

Talc Hing Chau.

It is said that once, in a company of literary gentlemen, Daniel Webster was

asked if he could comprehend how Jesus Christ could be both God and man. “No,

sir,” he replied, and added, “I should be ashamed to acknowledge Him as my Saviour

if I could comprehend Him. If I could comprehend Him, He would be no greater

than myself. Such is my sense of sin and consciousness of my inability to save my-

self, that I feel I need a superhuman Saviour, one so great and glorious that I can-

not comprehend Him.”

It is reasonable that if He purchased me, He should have me; it is reasonable that

if for me He shed His blood, my life should be yielded to His service who paid the

price; it is my “reasonable service” that if I partake of His gifts, I should put my
life under His government.

—

J. Stuart Holden.

We cannot get away from God any hour of the year, whatever we may do. It

is better, however, that we go through the year consciously with God. Then we

shall experience continually the joy of His presence, the inspiration of His love,

and the guidance of His hand.

—

J. F. Miller, D.D.
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT.
Mrs. T. H. Acheson and Mrs. J. S. Martin, Editors.

MISSION STUDY.
The book for mission study this year

is Robert E. Speer’s “The Light of the

World.” In his introduction he gives

three reasons for having written the book

:

First, to discover where the points of con-

tact and separation are found, so that

Christianity may be presented most ef-

fectively to non-Christians. Second, to

bring prominently into view the differ-

ences between Christianity and the other

religions and thus show the necessity of

missionary effort. Third,, to show the

inexhaustibility of Christianity for hu-

manity as compared with the groping of

non-Christians for light and comfort.

These points are brought out very

prominently in each chapter. The

strength and weakness of each religion

is plainly stated, and also the effect Chris-

tianity would have.

The chapters on Confucianism and Mo-
hammedanism will appeal most strongly

to us, because our missionaries have to

meet the difficulties of these religions in

China and Syria. The book is not an

easy one to master, but it is worth the

effort.

“A book worth reading once is worth

reading twice.” A year’s study of this

book ought to make the women of our

Church more insistent that Christianity

is the only religion, and more zealous for

the furthering of the Master’s work.

Mrs. Annetta G. Wallace.

Allegheny
, Pa.

WHAT LED US TO ORGANIZE THE
WOMAN’S PRESBYTERIAL OF
PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY ? *

The first suggestion of a Presbyterial

came from the Parnassus Woman’s Mis-

sionary Society, and was presented to the

Pittsburgh Presbytery in the form of a

motion by Rev. J. C. McFeeters, “That a

committee of women be appointed to con-

fer with all the missionary societies in

the Pittsburgh Presbytery in regard to

forming a Presbyterial Association, look-

ing forward to the enlargement of our

foreign mission operations by opening

new fields.” Presbytery appointed the

following committee: Mesdames S. M.

Orr, J. C. McFeeters, D. B. Wilson, W.
W. Carithers and J. W. Sproul.

The committee met in the Eighth

Street Church, April 19, 1886. Members

present: Mesdames Orr, Sproul and Mc-

Feeters. This committee decided to call

a convention of representatives of all the

missionary societies and congregations in

the Presbytery. In pursuance of this

call, the first Presbyterial Association met

in the Eighth Street Church, June 24,

1886, and was called to order by Mrs. S.

M. Orr, Chairman of the committee. The

following officers were elected : President,

Mrs. J. T. Morton; Vice-President, Mrs.

J. L. McCartney; Secretary, Mrs. J. W.

Sproul; Treasurer, Mrs. J. R. McKee;

Executive Committee: Mesdames E. S.

Sproul, J. C. McFeeters, and J. W.
Sproul.

Among the interesting subjects dis-

cussed, Mrs. J. L. McCartney gave a

talk on “A Converted Purse,” in which

she suggested that as a thank offering

this convention should raise at least $1000

for the opening of a new mission.

In accordance with this suggestion,

Mrs. R. J. George offered the following

*Reaid at the twenty-fifth anniversary

of Pittsburgh Presbyterial.
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resolution, which was adopted: “That we
undertake to raise $1000 for the opening

of a new mission field, and that we pledge

the same to the Central Board of Mis-

sions, to be used in whatever field the

Board selected”

Africa and China were discussed as

probable fields, but no definite action was

taken.

During the year the subject of “Which

Mission Shall It Be?” was largely dis-

cussed. Some of us who were members
of the National Indian Association were

very enthusiastic over an Indian Mission.

Some were in favor of Africa, some

China, and some were in favor of enlarg-

ing the missions already established. In

the meantime, the Synod of 1887 de-

cided that the Central Board of Missions

be authorized to inaugurate a mission

among the Indians of the Indian Terri-

tory, and that the ladies of the Pittsburgh

Presbyterial Missionary Society be re-

quested to devote the money raised by

them to this mission.

The next meeting was held in Wilkins-

burg. The very important question to be

decided was, “Which shall it be?”

Miss Sarah Gremmel had been asked

to write a paper on “Our New Mission.”

She declined to discuss the subject, say-

ing she did not know anything about

the new mission, but would take for her

subject, “Tongues of Fire.
”

Mrs. S. M. Orr, of the Eighth Street

Congregation, was asked to prepare a

paper for this convention, and to select

her own subject. She did not know of

the subject that had been suggested for

Miss Gremmeks paper, yet this was the

theme of her paper, “Our New Mission.”

In this we see God’s guiding hand. In

arranging the program, Mrs. Orr’s paper

was to be heard after the business of the

convention had been disposed of. On
motion of Mrs. J. H. Ward, of Wilkins-

burg, this paper was heard before the

business of the convention was taken up.

The wisdom of this change was evident

from the fact that after hearing this

paper, in which was urged in the most

forceful manner many strong reasons for

opening a mission among the North

American Indians, a motion was made by

Miss Martha McConnell, of McKeesport,

that we establish an Indian Mission. This

motion was almost unanimously carried.

A committee consisting of Mesdames Dr.

J. R. W. Sloan, W. W. Carithers, Dr. H.

H. George, J. T. Morton, J. C. McFeeters

was appointed to confer with the Central

Board of Missions to complete the ar-

rangements.

Our little bark, the Indian Mission, was

let down into the ocean, and when her

place of action was selected, her captain

and crew installed, her anchor weighed

and sails set, she sailed out in mid-ocean

and she has been sailing on and on ever

since.

Mrs. H. H. George.

OUR INDIAN MISSION—WHAT HAS IT

ACCOMPLISHED?
Until we have a celestial yard-stick by

which to measure spiritual values, or a

scale in which to weigh immortal souls,

we cannot determine, except in part, what

our Indian Mission has accomplished.

Only the Omniscient One, Who sees all

and judges justly, can know the value of

the work done in His name among our

brethren in Oklahoma.

But, even with our short-sighted vision,

we can see enough to make us “thank God

and take courage.”

First—The Indian Mission has done

much for this Presbyterial missionary so-

ciety. It has taken us out of the narrow

circle of our congregational needs, and

has been the common cord that has bound

us together. It has broadened our sym-
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pathies and knowledge and has been an

incentive and inspiration through all these

years.

Second— Our Indian Mission has

proved a veritable training school for

both home and foreign missionaries.

Those who, for even a short time, have

come into touch with the Christ spirit re-

vealed there, seem ever after to hear more

clearly their Master’s call to service. In

China and Syria, as well as many parts

of America, they are laboring for Him.
Third—Our Indian Mission has accom-

.

plished much of its original purpose

—

the helping of our red brothers to a

higher and nobler life through Christ

Jesus our Lord. A model farm, well

stocked with cattle, supplied with the

necessary buildings and equipment, the

little chapel, the hospital, the dormitor-

ies and laundry—these are the outward

signs of progress.

Here, between fifty and sixty children

annually receive instruction along indus-

trial, intellectual and religious lines.

Who can measure the streams of influence

that flow out of these school rooms ? The

number of church members is about one

hundred, but every Sabbath the gospel

reaches between two hundred and three

hundred.

Only those closely identified with the

work can measure the progress of the

years, or appreciate how largeW this won-

derful improvement is due to Dr. and

Mrg. Carithers. Of their influence

among both Indians and whites; of their

untiring zeal and devotion; of their years

of labor; their trials and triumphs, we

cannot pause to speak. Theirs have been

great responsibilities, but cheerfully have

they borne them.

Oh, sisters ! When those who have sac-

rificed so much for this cause, count it a

blessed privilege, shall not we. who have

done so little, thank God that it has been

given to us to have a part in this work?
Let us, as we begin another quarter,

century, pledge to Him anew our pray-

ers, our offerings . and our services for the

advancement of His work in our Indian

Mission.

Mrs. R. M. Pearce.

Beaver Falls, Pa.

OUR THANK OFFERING.
For twenty years the women of this

Presbyterial have been bringing their

thank offering to the annual meeting. It

was first planned as a suitable manner of

expressing our thankfulness for the suc-

cess of our Presbyterial work. Part of

the first, amount was given to the Indian

Mission, and what was undesignated was

divided equally among the other mis-

sions. The first offering was $1,600. and

the total amount for the twenty years is

over $16,000. We liave always been at

liberty to give our thank offering to any

object, and until two years ago our In-

dian Mission has received the larger sum.

When we hear of this Mission’s work, we
wonder our hearts did not prompt us to

do more.

In each of our missions the work is

enlarging, and there is a cry for funds.

Sisters, let us heed the cry, and when the.

next record is read, may it show our in-

creased interest.

As w
#e contemplate an increased offer-

ing. we must bear in mind that the Lord

claims “His own” as the first fruits.

Hence, we cannot offer Him a gift until

the “dues” are paid. Since there is a re-

quired gift, we conclude that the thank

offering is a free-will offering, prompted

by the love in our heart. How, love is

'

something we cannot possess and hide it.

How quickly the eye and countenance re-

spond when a loved one appears ! Love

makes itself felt in sacrifice, of which the

mother in the home furnishes an example.
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If there is no expression of love in ser-

vice, self-denial, or sacrifice; if there is

no return of what God bestows upon us

so bountifully, no gifts of gratitude, then

we may be reasonably certain of a lack of

genuine love for Christ. ‘"Tis love that

gives, *tis love that makes sacrifice, Tis

love that pours out itself in acts of kind-

ness.” Love has made it possible to have

the offerings of the past, what shall be the

measure of the years to come ? As we love

we will give, and by our gifts we prove

our love. If our thank offering is to

reach its highest success, it must be given

systematically. Each woman with a heart

filled with love and a plan for her offer-

ing. A thank-offering box in a promi-

nent place—not in the corner of the

cupboard—where we put our daily gifts

for daily blessings of food, clothing,

health, strength, rest, and the special

blessings of loved ones restored, or in His

love taken home, where their happiness is

beyond anything we could give them.

A stated time for giving. Hot yearly

or monthly, but daily. Then there

will be no anxiety over the smallness of

our offering. Regular giving, a little at a

time, and we will have no lack. We may
even add a little more from the general

fund when the collection is taken. It is

very easy to sing “Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and forget not all His benefits,” but

we prove the genuineness of our gratitude

by doing as well as singing.

May the coming years see in us such

an increase of faith, such a reconsecration

of our life and gifts, such bounding love

for Christ, that there will be a great ex-

tension of the work and added honor for

Christ our King.

Mrs. Annetta Wallace.

MISSIONARY LIFE.

We are more given to thinking of the

effect of the missionary life upon those

to whom the missionary is sent than of its

effect upon the missionary. This is as it

should be, and yet the effect of the em-

bassy upon the ambassador is also worth

considering.

The majority of Christians may be

roughly divided into two classes: dog-

matists and questioners. The first class

are happy in that, unperplexed by the

sight of too many aspects of the truth,

they can with even minds go on their

way and do their work. These people

who have never known the meaning of

doubt make splendid missionaries. Their

unquestioning acceptance of the doctrines

that were taught them in their childhood

gives an impression of solidity which is

very comforting to minds that are weary

of our unstable world. Certain of God,

certain of themselves, certain of their re-

lation to God, these may be equally suc-

cessful at home or abroad.

But the second class, the questioners,

whose restless minds, whether they will

or not. must be perpetually inquiring

into all manner of things; who are in

danger of dissipating their energies in

speculation; for whom, because of this

mental turmoil of doubts and half-per-

ceived truths, life is a torment; for these,

the activities of foreign missionary life

afford the best refuge from themselves.

For the foreign mission is a place where

right and wrong are clearly demarcated;

whereas in our delicately shaded civiliza-

tion, Christian ideas have so dyed even

un-Christian society that both origins and

issues have become confused. In the for-

eign mission, faculties paralyzed by the

conditions of our civilization, are set free.

In the face of the great needs of ignorant

peoples, one must perforce stop speculat-

ing and try to fill the nearest necessity.

For. if one refuses to do what has to be

done, it will go undone. One may not

indeed be a clear-brained, deft-handed
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surgeon of souls, but one can at any rate

devise some kind of tourniquet to stanch

a bleeding wound.

In a foreign mission, one must do

,

and

by doing it is that one attains the only

certain knowledge. Then in the clear

light of knowledge—the knowledge that

comes only through doing—ideas take

their proper place in one’s view of life,

or are eliminated as worthless. The mis-

sion is a laboratory where hypotheses

must be tested by experiment.

Jesus said, "If any' man ‘will do My
will he shall know of the doctrine.” It

is His will that everyone who possesses

even a fragment of a fragment of the

truth shall impart it to some one else.

Share the bit of truth you have, and

when you find yourself in a heathen coun-

try, contrast will show you that you pos-

sess far more than you had realized—and

more truth and still more will be revealed

to you. And if you thus give yourself to

doing the will of Christ, He who, because

He is the all-knowing God, is able to use

things that His creatures in their ignor-

ance would throw away as worthless will

take these very doubts that at one time

threatened to shut you out of His service

and use them, too ;
for some storm-tossed

souls for whom the Christian who never

had a. doubt has no message, will find their

help in you, who, buffeted by a thousand

surging doubts, have at last found anchor-

age in the certain haven of your Father’s

love.

Evangeline Metheny.

Our Foreign Mission Board has recom-

mended “The Light of the World,” by

Robert E. Speer, for our mission study

this year.

Mrs. Annetta G. Wallace, of our Alle-

gheny congregation, has kindly consented

to furnish the notes for Women’s De-

partment.

We trust every society, as far as pos-

sible, will follow her outline. Our book

last year was unusually interesting and

easy to follow. Do not let the fact that

this one is more difficult keep any from

taking up the study of- it.

We regret that we could not sooner

have given our readers the benefit of the

papers read at the twenty-fifth anniver-

sary of the Pittsburgh Presbyterial Mis-

sionary Society. The mission reports to

Synod crowded out Women’s Department

for two months.

Capacity is the measure of obligation. Responsibility is simply the response a

man can make to his ability. The highest compliment the Master ever paid to woman
was when He said of Mary, “She hath done what she could.” And that is what

He asks of every one—no more and no less. The ten-dalent man must use his

ten talents
;
and the one-talent man his one. No man has to do another man’s work

or come up to another’s standard. Each is to do his own work as God gives him

strength to do it.

In one of the most beautiful parks of New Orleans is a monument inscribed with

the one word, “Margaret.” It is the city’s loving memorial to a poor washerwoman

who saved enough out of her wages to help some sisters care for the orphans of

the city, and who finally earned enough to build an orphanage of her own, where

hundreds of little motherless children found a kind Christian home. She felt she

could not do much, but what she could do she did, and the Lord blessed her and

made her service great.

—

Selected.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
Olive Trees wishes to say a word or

two more in reference to the approaching

visit of Rev. Fred. Paton, of Malekula,

New Hebrides, son of the late heroic

missionary. Dr. John 0. Paton, whose

name is a household word in America, as

well as in Great Britain and Australia.

Mr. Paton has cabled to London that he

has taken passage on a steamship due at

Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 18. His plan is to

spend two months in Canada, probably

reaching Halifax, N. S., about the end of

the year. Then he will visit Boston and

other centers in the New England States,

expecting to be in New York between the

middle and the end of January, 1912.

From that city he will go to Philadelphia,

Pittsburgh, Chicago and other points

where churches or societies may wish to

meet and hear him speak on the work of

the New Hebrides.

Requests for meetings should be sent to

our address that a western itinerary may
be prepared after consultation with Mr.

Paton on his arrival in New York. All

invitations should give the address of the

home where lie will be entertained.

No stipulation is made for a collection,

that being left entirely to the wisdom of

those arranging for meetings and the mis-

sionary spirit of the audience.

We will mail small packages of the pic-

torial circular, “From Darkness to Dawn
in the New Hebrides,” to any who are

willing to pay postage at the rate of ten

cents for twenty-five copies.

Olive Trees has received and passed

on to Treasurer Metheny the following

contributions to the foreign missions

:

Twenty-five dollars toward the support

of a native teacher in Syria, from the

Sabbath School of Second Boston; $14.57

for support of an orphan boy in Suadia,

Syria, from two friends in Belfast, Ire-

land; $4 for work among the lepers at

Do Sing, China, from Mrs. Mary J.

Dunn, Santa Ana, Cal. ; $5 for Mission in

China, from Mrs. Worth Kerr; $250 on

account of salary of Miss Huston, Tak
Hing, China, from Laymen, Olathe Con-

gregation, Kansas; $25 for Dormitory,

Boys* School at Tak Hing, China, from

Olathe Congregation, Kansas; $10 for

Syrian Mission, from Rev. S. J. Crowe,

D.D., Newcastle, Pa.; $5 for Dormitory,

Boys* School at Tak Hing. China, from

a Friend of Missions, Houston, 111. ; $10

for Mission in China, from L. M. Society,

La Junta Congregation, Colorado; and

$26 to be equally divided between the

Missions in Syria and China, from a

member of Second New York Congrega-

tion.

The George H. Doran Company, New
York, will issue September 9, 1911,

THE RE APPEARING (111 Est Ressuscite).

By Charles Morice, Translated by

John N. Raphael.

This is a book for the times. With

graphic power and vividness the author

sketches the effect that the Appearing of

Christ would have on modern society, and

indirectly indicates the transformations

that the reception of His teachings would

work in individual and social conduct.

The publisher thus outlines the story

:

“On December 11. 1910, the last page

of the evening papers in Paris contains

no printed matter, there are blank spaces

also on other pages. Nobody knows the

reason, least of all the journalists them-

selves. A large reward is offered to any

one who will divulge the secret. Many
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wild conjectures are thrown out. They

prove themselves worthless. Then a clue

is found; nothing but real facts are ap-

pearing in the daily press. Everything that

is false, all praise that is paid for, every-

thing that is not honorable, is omitted.

This means that there is not a single ad-

vertisement, no stock quotations, no poli-

tics, no notes on social scandals. Things

go from bad to worse, until almost the

whole of every paper is blank. Commerce

is at a standstill. There are already signs

of incipient panic, when, on December 14,

a small announcement appears in the

early morning editions. It explains

everything, and reads as follows: ‘The

Son of God has no need of advertisement.

He is staying at L’Hotel Des Trois Rois

on La Place de L’Etoile. He will re-

ceive, from midday to midnight, all day

long, this 14th day of December, and to-

morrow !’

“From here on the story is a reverent

and realistic picture of how Christ would

deal with our modern icy culture, our

preference for statistics to ideals, our mad

rush for pleasure and money, our worship

of science instead of Deity, of the hud-

dled horizons with which we herd in our

lives. The actual underlying charge of

the book is against the dishonesty of the

shabby conventions by which so much of

society is held together. The sales which

are called marriages, the theft which is

termed business -shrewdness, the crushing

tyranny of captains of industry, and the

equally crushing tyranny of socialism.

“Between December 14 and 24 Christ

has so disrupted the machinery of mod-

ernity by His sayings and doings that the

French government is panic-stricken. On
Christmas Day, significantly enough, the

Prefect of Police and the President of the

Republic find it necessary to request Him
to leave their country. Ten days of

Christ’s actual presence in a Christian

country have proved sufficient to produce

the tragedy which required three years for

its accomplishment in Galilee.”

This volume costs only $1.20 net, and

we heartily commend it, as a masterly ex-

posure of the state of society without

Christ. Many who will not listen to a

sermon on moral evils will read the same

truth put in the form of a novel, and

thus be led to realize a condition of things

in social life, of which they have no con-

ception, because they neither see noi

think. Charles Morice writes for France

and does not claim to be a Christian; but

his story has lessons for America and for

many who do call themselves Christians.

Surely this is true, when a Hew York

paper that is read in Christian families

had the effrontery to say in a recent issue

in reference to a widely-heralded wedding

of a young girl of eighteen to an elderly

man of worldly wealth and position, who

was condemned for infidelity to a former

marriage vow : “Ho one has the right pub-

licly to condemn the motives of this young

girl or characterize her action when she

alone is concerned, as a Philadelphia

demagogue in the pulpit has done.” We
challenge the statement that she alone is

concerned; every daughter in the homes

of America is concerned, and, if that min-

ister had been silent under the circum-

stances. he would have been false to his

trust as a watchman on the walls of Zion.

There is no sort of wrong deed of which a man can bear the punishment alone;

you can’t isolate yourself, and say that the evil which is in you shall not spread.

Men’s lives are as thoroughly blended with each other as the air they breathe; evil

spreads as necessarily as disease. Every sin causes suffering to others besides those

who commit it .—George Eliot.



FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1911.

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
Rev. Samuel Edgar

J. M. Balph, M. D..

Miss Mattie R. Wylie, on furlough

Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss F. May Elsey

Miss A. Louise Crockett

- Latakia
,
Syria.

Rev. Robert E. Willson.

John Peoples, M. D
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett.

Miss Elma French

Rev. Walter McCarroll
Rev. J. D. Edgar
Mr. Charles A. Stewart...

Mersina
,
Asia Minor.

Larnaca
,
Cyprus.

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D
Rev. J. K. Robb
Rev. Julius Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb on furlough
Rev. D. R. Taggart
J. M. Wright, M. D
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D
Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D
Miss Jennie Dean '.

Miss Rose Huston
Miss Annie J. Robinson

Tak Ming Chau
,
West River,

South China.

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell...
Miss Jean McBurney, M. D Do Sing

,
West River

,
South China.

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1911.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, Indian Mission,

Apache, O. T.

Rev. W. J. Sanderson, Southern Mission,

Selma, Ala.

Mr. William Carson, Jewish Mission,

800 §0. Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

post office addresses of treasurers.
Syrian Mission, Mission in China and Church Erection—Dr. S. A. S.

Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Domestic Mission

;
Southern Mission; Indian Mission; Testimony

Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students' Aid—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 411 Penn Building,
Pittsburg, Pa.

Jewish Mission—Dr. S. A. S. Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
National Reform—Mr. T. S. Tibby, 41 1 Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.
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i

508 WEST 134th STREET

ROBERT L. McCLEAN NEW YORK

'rinter.
WILLIAM R. JENKIN

ulolLslaer, Bookseller, Stationer and
Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

851 & 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 48th Street, MEW YORK.

Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

FMCTURES AMD PICTURE F R A M I MG.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

T°!*t>hone, 2700 Worth. Established 1860.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS
FOR SPECTACLES

24 West 33d Street, New York Telephone, 6363 Madison Square

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y.

JAMES S. TIBBY SWSigiS Pittsburg, Pa
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRITI F"OR PRICES


